Hammurabi’s Code
Read each of the following selections from the law codes of Hammurabi:
1.)

If a judge try a case, reach a decision, and present his judgment in writing; if later error
shall appear in his decision, and it be through his own fault, then he shall pay twelve
times the fine set by him in the case, and he shall be publicly removed from the judge’s
bench, and never again shall he sit there to render judgment.

2.)

If any one owe a debt for a loan, and a storm destroys the grain or the harvest fails, or the
grain does not grow for lack of water; in that year he need not give his creditor any grain,
he washes his debt-tablet in water and pays no rent for this year.

3.)

If any one be too lazy to keep his dam in proper condition, and does not so keep it; if
then the dam break and all the fields be flooded, then shall he in whose dam the break
occurred be sold for money and the money shall replace the corn which he has caused to
be ruined.

4.)

If any one give another silver, gold, or anything else to keep, he shall show everything to
some witness, draw up a contract, and then hand it over for safe keeping.

5.)

If any one place his property with another for safe keeping, and there, either through
thieves or robbers, his property and the property of the other man be lost, the owner of
the house, through whose neglect the loss took place, shall compensate the owner for all
that was given to him in charge. But the owner of the house shall try to follow up and
recover his property, and take it away from the thief.

6.)

If a man wish to put his son out of his house, and declare before the judge: “I want to put
my son out”, then the judge shall examine into his reasons. If the son be guilty of no
great fault, for which he can be rightfully put out, the father shall not put him out.

7.)

If a man take a wife, and she be seized by disease, if he then desire to take a second wife
he shall not put away his wife, who has been attacked by disease, but he shall keep her in
the house which he has built and support her so long as she lives.

8.)

If a builder build a house for some one, even though he has not yet completed it; if then
the walls seem toppling, the builder must make the walls solid from his own means.

9.)

If a builder build a house for some one, and does not construct it properly, and the house
which he built fall in and kill its owner, then that builder shall be put to death.

10.)

If a veterinary surgeon performs a serious operation on an animal and cures it, the owner
shall pay the surgeon one-sixth of a shekel as a fee.

11.)

If he perform a serious operation on an animal and kills it, he shall pay the owner onefourth of its value.
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Choose 6 of Hammurabi’s Laws from the Selection of Hammurabi’s Code Worksheet.
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