
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Use the area below to take notes on Homo erectus: 

New York Times  September 3, 1966 

New Evidence Suggests Early 

Humans were Seasonal Campers 
 

Associated Press – Nice, France 

 
Recent excavations outside of the 

city of Nice, France, at a site called Terra 

Amata, have yielded exciting news about an 

early hominid group known as Homo 

erectus.  Originally believed to have been a 

simple nomadic group of hunters and 

gatherers that lived between 1.8 million to 

100,000 years ago, this new evidence 

suggests that Homo erectus actually followed 

a seasonal cycle and returned to Terra Amata 

on an annual basis.  Homo erectus, which 

means “up-right man”, holds an important 

place among our early human ancestors.  

While early hominids have only been found 

in Africa, Homo erectus fossil remains have 

been found throughout Africa, Asia, and 

Europe.  Moreover, Homo erectus was the 

first hominid to use fire, a benefit for 

cooking, warmth, protection, and hunting.  

Lead archaeologist Henry de Lumley 

though, says that the Terra Amata site adds 

yet another important distinction to Homo 

erectus, “the site has shown that Homo 

erectus not only returned to this location to 

hunt, fish, and gather food year after year, but 

that they also built small temporary hut-like 

structures”.  For de Lumley and others, this 

site is proof that Homo erectus was not 

simply a nomadic hunter, but followed a 

seasonal pattern and returned to areas where 

food was plentiful.   De Lumley and his team 

plan to publish their full findings in a report 

this winter.  

Vocabulary Word Bank 

Archaeologist: scientist who studies the past 

through the things people leave behind. 

Excavation: the systematic process of 

digging up items from the past. 

Hominid: early human ancestors. 

Fossil: the remains of something that was 

once alive. 

Homo erectus: group of early hominids that 

were more advanced than previous ancestors. 

Nomadic: people who do not have a 

permanent settlement. 

Terra Amata: location of a Homo erectus 

archaeological site. 
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