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King Tut’s Curse Revealed 

 

 While history is full of many wonderful and sometimes fantastic stories, some of 

these stories take on a wealth of false and untrue facts.  One such story is that of King 

Tut’s curse.  First and foremost with this story, we must separate the facts from the 

fiction to accurately gauge the reality of the situation and come up with the true account 

of what really happened in Egypt in 1922 – 1923.  Here are the rumors and the reality of 

this story: 

 

1.) Upon entering the tomb, Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon did not find a curse 

written on a clay tablet.  This rumor seems to have been started by a newspaper 

story after Lord Carnarvon’s death, as a way to increase newspaper sales through 

sensationalism.  Sensationalism is a type of writing that uses false information 

that sounds like it could be true to create a spectacular story that people would 

want to read (newspapers like the National Inquirer are a good example of 

newspapers that use sensationalism). 

 

2.) Lord Carnarvon is bitten by a mosquito and dies of pneumonia on April 5, 1923.  

This of course, is true.  During this time, bug bites could often cause more serious 

problems because insects spread diseases such as malaria, yellow fever, and a host 

of other maladies.  Moreover, Lord Carnarvon lived during a time period that did 

not have knowledge of antibiotics and modern medicines that could help prevent 

or cure diseases and infections. 

 

3.) On the day of the tomb’s opening, Carter’s pet canary was eaten by a cobra.  This 

has been proven false by one historian who interviewed Howard Carter later in 

life.  Carter explained that he had given the canary to a friend named Minnie 

Burton to watch, and she in turn gave it (alive and well) to a bank manager. 

 

4.) At the moment that Carnarvon died in Cairo, the lights across Cairo went out for 

five minutes.  This is true, the lights did go out in Cairo, but only for a few 

moments.  Again, the newspapers twisted this fact into fiction within a few weeks 

of it happening, turning a few moments into “five minutes”.   

 

5.) Carnarvon’s dog Susie, back in England, howled and dropped dead at exactly two 

o’clock in the morning, the time that Carnarvon died.  While no one knows for 

sure that this did or did not happen, it seems to be suspicious, especially since 

England and Egypt do not share the same time zone.  This story might be a little 

more believable if Susie had died at two o’clock Egyptian time. 

 



6.) Most of the people present at the opening of the tomb met untimely deaths.  

Again, the newspapers at the time had a field day with the curse and greatly 

obscured the reality of the situation.  Whenever anyone related to Carnarvon or 

the discovery of the tomb died, the death was taken as proof that the curse was in 

effect.  However, Egyptologist Herbert E. Winlock examined the evidence 12 

years after the tomb’s opening.  Of the 26 people present at the opening of the 

burial chamber, only 6 had died within the next 10 years.  When King Tut’s 

sarcophagus was opened, 22 of the original 26 were present, and only 2 of those 

22 died within a 10-year time period.  Finally, 10 of the original 26 watched the 

unwrapping of the mummy, and none of them had died within the next decade.  In 

fact, Howard Carter lived until 1939, when he died at the age of 64, and Alan 

Gardiner lived to be 84, dying in 1963. 

 

Event Number of People 

Present 

Number of Deaths 

After 10 Years 

Burial Chamber 

Opening 

26 6 

Sarcophagus 

Opening 

22 2 

Mummy 

Unwrapping 

10 0 

 

 

Now that we have exposed the true facts behind the so-called curse of King Tut, answer 

the following questions: 

 

1.) Was your original interpretation of King Tut’s curse accurate or inaccurate?  

Why? 

 

 

 

 

2.) Explain why it is important to check your facts when you are researching and 

writing history. 

 

 

 

 

 


